










 

 
 

take their vehicles to the test stations. Other 
customer service improvements include having 
test stations open Monday through Saturday 
(formerly, they were closed on Mondays), and 
accepting credit cards, which ends a 20-year cash-
only policy. 
 
Permitting New or Modified Industrial Facilities 
Under state and federal law, new or modified 
industrial and commercial air pollution sources 
that increase emissions must install best available 
control technology for the pollutants where 
emissions increase. The federal permit process is 
complex, time consuming, and applies to major 
emissions increases and selected pollutants. States 
must receive approval from the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to carry out the federal 
program; otherwise, EPA would issue separate 
permits. The federal program has been highly 
criticized, EPA has recently issued a series of 
controversial rule changes that are under legal 
challenge, and EPA plans to roll out a continuing 
series of rule changes over the next several years. 
Stability of the federal program will likely not 
occur until late this decade. 
 
The Competitiveness Council and others in the 
business community recommended that the state 
move as quickly as possible to gain full EPA 
approval of its permit program to eliminate 
duplication, minimize federal involvement in the 
state permit process, and help expedite permit 
decisions. Until stability returns to the federal 
program, the state cannot obtain full approval. 
The agency has decided in the near term to focus 
on improving and streamlining parts of the permit 
process the state can control. This approach 
should minimize administrative process while 
increasing clarity, certainty, and timeliness of 
permit decisions for about 99% of affected 
businesses. 
 
Responding to Climate Change 
Consistent with Governor Locke’s directive, the 
state has begun rule-making to partially offset 
carbon dioxide emissions from new, fossil fuel 
burning electrical generating plants that provide 
power to the grid. The Department of Ecology and 
the Energy Facility Site Evaluation Council 
(EFSEC) will develop identical offset 
requirements and apply them to new power plants 
that fall within each agency’s jurisdiction (EFSEC 
regulates power plants 350 megawatts or larger). 

Rules are expected to be completed by summer 
2004. 
 
Again under Governor Locke’s directive, the 
agency is expecting to assist with design and 
implementation of a West Coast global warming 
and clean energy strategy. Potential areas for 
agency involvement as mentioned by the three 
west coast governors include marine vessel and 
truck stop idling reduction strategies, increasing 
fuel efficiency of the state vehicle flee, and 
improving inventories of greenhouse gas 
emissions. 
 
Reducing Diesel Soot 
Engrossed Substitute Senate Bill 6072 passed by 
the Legislature in the 2003 session provides 
funding to the Department of Ecology and the 
state’s seven local air agencies primarily to place 
emission controls on existing diesel school buses. 
The goals are to significantly reduce air pollution 
and public health risk to children from emissions 
from school buses, maximize cost effectiveness 
and efficiency in use of appropriated dollars, and 
sustain or increase private sector employment. In 
conjunction with the Department of General 
Administration, the agency has established a 
centralized state contract and hired a private 
sector employer to conduct fleet surveys and 
provide and install emission control hardware. 
Through centralization and combined purchasing 
power, the contract, effective November 2003, has 
reduced equipment costs by 25%, eliminated 
duplicative and time consuming contract and grant 
processing by state and local agencies, provided a 
contractor who is familiar with public school bus 
fleets and trusted by fleet managers, and 
guarantees equitable, fair pricing for equipment 
installation statewide.  
 
The Department of Ecology has established clear 
roles and responsibilities for involved agencies.  
School districts, the Office of the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, school district fleet 
managers, and local agency staff will be educated 
on the legislation, emission control technology, 
how to best use the state contract, and how to use 
state funding to leverage additional federal funds. 
By November 2003, over 50 school districts had 
applied to have nearly 1,000 of the older and most 
polluting buses upgraded with cleaner emissions 
control technology. These buses represent only 
10% of the diesel school bus fleet, but are 



 

 
 

responsible for about 75% of soot emissions. Fleet 
evaluations began in November 2003, and 
installation of cleaner technology starts in early 
2004. A report to the Legislature on costs, 
benefits, problems, successes, and future needs is 
due December 2004.  
 



 

 
 

Air Quality Program Budget 
 

Budget $37,379,955; Staffing: 102.8 FTEs 
 

State ($) Amount Sources Uses 
General Fund – 
State 

15,833,018 Multiple; vehicle 
emissions inspections 
fee 

Ambient air monitoring, grants to local air 
authorities, new source permits, modeling 
and meteorology, emission inventory, 
vehicle emission testing. 

Federal    
General Fund – 
Federal 

8,074,281 Federal grants State and local air authority grants for 
ambient air monitoring, emission inventory, 
modeling, meteorology, and other air quality 
activities. Includes special project grants. 

Dedicated Funds    
Air Operating 
Permit 

1,839,435 Permit Fees collected 
for air contaminant 
sources 

Issuing permits to major air pollution 
sources, small business technical assistance.  

Air Pollution 
Control 

11,194,046 Air registration fees; 
burning permit fees; 
vehicle transfer fees 

Registration program, agricultural burning 
permitting, burning alternatives research; 
school bus retrofit program 

Woodstove 
Education & 
Environment 

349,175 Fees on the retail sale of 
woodstoves and 
fireplaces 

Enforcement and education on proper 
woodstove use, grants to local air authorities. 

Environmental 
Excellence 

76,000 Involved entity Activity associated with the Environmental 
Excellence project. 

Grass Seed 
Burning Research 

14,000 Fees on open burning of 
grasses grown for seed 

Research on alternatives to grass seed 
burning. 

TOTAL $37,379,955   
 



 

 
 

 

Air Quality Program 
Dollars by Fund Source

State
Dedicated

Federal

42% 36%

22%

Air Quality Program 
Dollars by Activity

Reduce Health 
& Enviro 

Threats from 
Motor

Emissions
(28 FTEs) 

$15,045,843

Prevent 
Violations of AQ 

Standards
(13.8 FTEs) 
$9,188,832

Reduce Risk 
from Toxic Air 

Pollutants
(9 FTEs) 

$3,707,484

Reduce 
Smoke/Dust in 

Eastern WA
(12 FTEs)
$2,095,126

Measure Air 
Pollution Levels/

Emissions to
make Sound 

Policy Decisions
(25 FTEs) 
$5,103,234

Maintain 
Efficient/
Effective 

Industrial Permit 
Program for AQ

(15 FTEs) 
$2,239,435

25%

40%
10%

5%

14%

6%


